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                          SHERIFF EDWARD N. BONNER RELEASES THE FOLLOWING: 
  

The promoter of last summer’s Big Wake Weekend on Folsom Lake was arrested by Placer 
County Sheriff’s detectives this week on charges of defrauding people out of hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 
 
Tuesday afternoon, detectives served a search warrant at the Folsom home where Robert 
Richards, Jr., 54, is residing.  He was arrested for defrauding by false pretenses and for passing 
bad checks. 
 

The investigation started when vendors from last year’s event 
reported that they were not getting paid. One man was owed nearly 
$200,000 and Richards paid him with checks that bounced. Through 
the investigation, detectives found more vendors who had been 
defrauded by Richards.  

 
He was booked at the Placer County Jail and his bail was set at 
$10,000. He bailed out later that day. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Date/Time of Release: Friday, April 4, 2014 

Date/Time of Occurrence: Tuesday, April 1, 2014 

Nature of Event: Big Wake Weekend Promoter Arrested 

Location of Call: Folsom, CA 

Released by: Dena Erwin, PIO  (530) 889-6901 

     Robert D. Richards 


